
 
Tap into TGIF: 
Research & Resources at Your Fingertips 
 
More than 100,000 significant agronomic published and electronic resources are 
available to STMA professional and student members -- at no additional charge.  Since 
2004, STMA members have been accessing Michigan State’s Turfgrass Information File 
(TGIF) as a benefit of membership.  Purchased separately, an individual subscription to 
TGIF would cost $100 per year.  
 
This great monetary value is further complemented by the service – the wealth of 
information available and how easy it is to retrieve it. In seconds, STMA members can 
find relevant information to help solve problems by simply clicking on the TGIF link 
from the member log-in page. 
 
Materials indexed by the Turfgrass Information File include articles from peer reviewed 
publications, technical reports, research, conference proceedings, trade and professional 
publications, local professional newsletters, and popular magazines as well as 
monographs, theses and dissertations, fact sheets and brochures, software, and web 
documents. TGIF indexes materials from government, college/university, professional 
organizations, and private publishers and adds approximately 6,000 new materials each 
year.  
 
 Let’s look at a quick example of how TGIF can help you with your job.   
 
Situation: Your fields have had tremendous use during the summer and you need to 
justify to your employer why you must limit play for the recovery of the turf.   
 
In the search bar, you simply type field overuse.  Six entries appear in less than 2 
seconds. 
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Trade 
Article  

Cures for the "high 
traffic, low budget" 
blues 

Fielding, Douglas. 2005. 
SportsTurf. September. 
21(9): p. 20, 22. 

 109768

 
Trade 
Article  

7 ways to maintain a 
safe playing surface 

Vos, Kevin. 2003. 
SportsTURF. June. 
19(6): p. 36-37. 

 88842 

 Trade Seed vs. Sod Minner, Dave. 1999.  62837 



Article  SportsTURF. 
November. 15(11): p. 
38. 

 
Trade 
Article  Ready for the next step

Hall, Ron. 2000. 
Athletic Turf: 
Maintenance & 
Technology. 3(4): p. 14, 
16-17. 

 66439 

 
Proceedings 
Article  

Common problems on 
athletic fields and how 
to solve them 

Gaubatz, Michael S. 
1987. Proceedings of 
the 57th Annual 
Michigan Turfgrass. 16: 
p. 108-109. 

 10261 

 
Trade 
Article  

Renovation on 
Overused and 
Undermaintained 
Sports Fields 

Law, Brian. 1987. Park 
Maintenance and 
Grounds Management. 
August. 40(8): p. 18-19. 

 10817 

  

You use information from three of the articles and want to 
do some further research on managing the recovery of 

Kentucky bluegrass. You type in turf recovery Kentucky bluegrass. That search yields 40 
records, which provides you with exactly the data and information you need to validate 
your plan for a fall field rotation schedule.  

TGIF allows you to do a search, such as the process described above, see what is 
happening in the area of turf research by clicking on What’s New in Turfgrass Research, 
or browse by topics.  The topics currently listed include: 

Topics 
A S G C A Architect Videos(14) 
Bermudagrasses - New Ultradwarf Cultivars(117) 
Biostimulants(356) 
Buffer Zones(182) 
Bunker Renovation(91) 
Crumb Rubber As A Soil Amendment(115) 
Disasters - Floods(147) 
Disasters - Storms(80) 
Dissertations & Theses -- Full-text(115) 
Effluent Water Use(135) 
Fine Fescue Fairways(57) 
Golf Course Design Books (Recent)(46) 

 
   



Golf Course Turf & Maintenance Books (Recent)(28) 
Golf Green Speed(126) 
Golfer Expectation Management(398) 
Land Area In Turf(51) 
Lawn Care Books (Recent)(39) 
Mole Control(74) 
Moss Control(113) 
Noer/mmsd Image Collection Test Images(24) 
P G Rs 1997-2006(255) 
Pull-carts Vs. Golf Carts(26) 
Seashore Paspalum - Since 2000(97) 
Sod Shelf Life(24) 
Sports Turf Construction & Maintenance Books (Recent)(19) 
Summertime Blues(131) 
Syringing(76) 
Turf Books Online(19) 
Turf Science & Management Books (Recent)(51) 
Turfgrass Industry Economics(166) 
U S G A Animations & Video Clips(18) 
Wetting Agents(506) 
Wildlife Society Bulletin Golf Course Research - Summer 

2005(10)   
 
Access to TGIF is available through a cooperative endowment agreement between 
STMA and the Turfgrass Information Center at Michigan State, which manages TGIF.  
 
For more information on how you can take advantage of this benefit of membership, 
contact STMA headquarters, ph. 800-323-3875. 
 
 
 
 
 


