AWARDS PROGRAMS

Chapters are offering an Award’s program to its membership, typically a Field of the Year. The chapter member submits an application; board or committee judges them. Recognition for the winner usually includes a plaque, clothing and recognition in the chapter’s publications and through communication vehicles. To see an example of the STMA Field of the Year Program, click here. 
Here are a few ideas to draw applicants:
· Promotion of this program is critical

· Board members should be encouraged to seek out applicants

· Previous winners should also encouraged to seek out applicants

· Enrich the award package - Provide paid accommodations to the chapter’s/state’s annual turf conference

· Provide an Honorable Mention certificate/plaque to every applicant. This can encourage those who did not win to enter again the next year

· Have the winner host a workshop the next year – adds visibility to this award
· Promote the value to the employer/facility – this has huge promotional value to the employer

· Contact past winners and have them contact possible applicants

